














THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, Auguft 15, 1796. 








Some Accownt of the Inhabitants of Matera, a Town in 
the Kingdom of Naples, 


[From Aufrere’s Tranflation of Charles Ulyfles’s Travels through 
Naples. } 


ATERA is faid to contain 14,000 inhabitants, amongft 

whom are feveral very rich and confiderable families. 
But although the town is the feat of a tribunal, and the refi- 
dence of 4 numerous clergy» there reigns, efpecially among 
the latter, an aftonifhing degree of ignorance 5 and as for 
arts and fciences, no favourable mention can be made of 
them. The people of Matera principally fubfift by agricul- 
ture, and the breeding of horfes, mules, fheep, and hogs. 
Bread, water, and wine, the three great panaliesian of life, are 
inhigh perfection at this place; and the two firlt are not infe- 
tior toany in the kingdom. ‘The women of the upper clafles 
are not without beauty ; but the common people are extremely 
ugly, ragg ed, and filthy ; of a moft cruel and barbarous difpo- 
ition, and fo addiéted to the moft atrocious crimes, that the 
prifons continually fwarm with malefactors, deferving death 
in its molt fevere forms. This is principally to be afcribed 
tothe clouds of ignorance and darknefs in which the pro- 
vince of Bafilicata is {till enveloped ; and to the little care 
Which has hitherto been taken to enligh ten itS inhabitants ; 
Nor will they emerge from their prefent ftate of barbarifm 
until they have bette: roads, more humane Barons, and more 
intelligent and upright governors. Much is here attributed 
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to the misfortune of having had two fucceffive prefidents, 
whote characters and conduét at length occafioned their recal; 
but I afcribe much more to the abominable filth fo prevalent 
in this town, to the mode of living, and to the provifions; 
which, with the above reafons, have rendered thefe people un- 
worthy of the human form, and expofed them to diforders and 
accidents with which more reafonable beings are feldom af. 
flied. Without {peaking of the number of cretins (althouga 
without goitres), and of thofe who are deformed from their 
birth, itis fuficient to mention the lupi mannari, who, rufhing 
out of their fubterraneous holes during the night, fend forth 
the moft terrifying howls, wallow in the mud, and in the heaps 
of filth and ordure, and defperately attack fuch as chance to 
fall in their way. 

In the fummer are feen a number of men and women, 
called Tarantulati, who, decked out in vine leaves and red 
ribbons, are fuffered to dance unmoleftcd about the ftreets 
continually. A difeafe called the monacello, or l’incube, is 
here very common amongft the men and women, who are 
delivered over to exorcifm, and other impofitions of the priefts, 
All thefe maladies are ufually preceded by a profound melan- 
choly, and are caufed not fo much by the heat of the climate, 
as by the mode of life, and the nature of the diet prevalent in 
this part of the country. The exceflive ufe of falt and ran- 
cid pork, the uncleanlinefs in the houfes, and in the dark and 
humid caverns, and the evaporations from the open ae 
and the hifls of filth and ordure that are left in the ftreets, 
the phyfical caufes of thefe melancholy diforders, which ges 
neral lly terminate in the moft dreadful manner. Te fill up 
the meafure of misfortune, there is no tolerable phyfician of 
furgeon throughout the country ; and I would advife no one 
to fuffer a tooth to be drawn there, unleis he choofes alfo to 
rifk the fraQure of his jaw. 


INTERESTING TRIALS 
SURRY SUAMIMER ASSIZES. 
Trial of Tureopuitus Brinces, of Temple fr set, Profpelt 


Place, St. George’s Fields, B ies “Ml aker, charged wt ith the 
Wilful Murder of EvizazetH Monk. 


R. GARROW opened the cafe on the part of the 


Crown, by ftating, that the prifoner at the bar -% 
the 
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the bufinefs of an army button-maker ; and that he had at 
diferent times, taken as apprentices feven girls from the Guar- 
dians of the Afylum to that bufinefs: That his general con- 
duét to them was cruel in the extreme; that he kept them 
clofe‘at work in a confined apartment from four o’clock in the 
morning to eight, and fometimes ten inthe evening; that any 
inability or neglect was punifhed, not only with beating 
feverely, but a deprivation of their ufual allowance at meals, 
which at beft were but fcanty, having a little meat on Sundays 
only ; that the deceafed was of a delicate conititution, and 
unable to do the fame portion of work as the other apprentices, 
which frequently caufed her to be feverely beaten 5; and on the 
pth of January, 1795, in confequence of fome alleged neglect, 
the prifoner, between the hours of fix and feven in the evening, 
beat the decealed feverely ; and after ftriking her down, kicked 
her in the fide ; that notwithftanding the injury fhe had fuf- 
tained, fhe endeavoured tocontinue her work until bed time, 
but complained to the girl who flept with her, that her fide was 
fovery painful, that fhe could not fit up, nor bear it; but fuch 
was the experience they had of his cruel difpofition, they dare 
not utter a complaint in his bearing: That the continued en- 
deavouring to work until the 15th of that month, when being 
fo affeéted with the pain in her fide, as to be utterly unable 
to fit at her work, the prifoner again beat her, and particu- 
larly that he took her by the arms and beat her head againft 
thepump: She foon after was put to bed, and was found dead 
inthe morning. 

That the prifoner very artfully, to conceal his guilt, fent for 
a furgeon, to the deceafed; but previous to his obtaining a 
fight of her, informed him by the means of his wife (Mrs. 
Bridges), ** ‘That the gicl (Monk) tad been long ina con- 
fumption, which was now got very bad; and that fhe was 
very much troubled with aa pain in her fide conltantly.” 

The furgeon, on viewing the girl, faw her fo much ema- 
ciated by her diforder (as he was led to fuppofe, by Mrs. 
Bridges’s account), and being of opinion that it was not in 
the power of medical or chirurgical aid to fave her—told her 
miftrefs fo, and left her. 

That the prifoner fome days afterwards fent for an under- 
taker in the neighbourhood, and had her buried: ‘That for- 
tunately for public juitice, one of the girls having commuai- 
cated to her friends the ciscumftances, fo loag after her deceafe 
a8 June laft, an alarm was railed in the prifoner’s neighbour- 
hood; and being communicated to the Guardians of the 

T 2 Afylum, 











124 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Afylum, they, very much to their honour, inftituted the pre. 
fent profecution, that the fas of the cafe might be fully in. 
veftigated. 

Three of the furviving apprentices were then called by 
Mr. Garrow, and very ftri@ly crofs-examined by Mr. Shep. 
herd. 

It would fhock the feelings of a heart not entirely callous 
to every fenfation, to have heard the tale the poor children 
artlefsly told of the treatment of this monfter in human 
fhape. Our limits, were we difpofed to do it, will not allow us 
to detail their evidence, which went fully to eftablith the fatts 
ftated in Mr. Garrow’s opening. 

Mr. Saumarez was then called. He had attended the 
prifoner and his family, in his profeffional capacity as furgeon 
and apothecary, from January, 1794, to September, 1795. On 
the 16th of January, 1795, in the morning, he was fent for 
to the prifoner’s houfe to fee Elizabeth Monk. On his arri- 
val there, he faw Mrs. Bridges, who told him that the girl had 
long been in a confumption, and affliéted with a violent pain in 
her fide, of which fhe now complained. Upon going up ftairs 
to fee her, he obferved her lying on a bed fo emaciated and fo 
debilitated by difeafe, as fcarcely to be able to fpeak. Her 
pulfe was gone—the only expreffion the uttered, was, “ Omy 
poor fide |” Conceiving her entirely out of the reach of any 
affiftance that could be rendered by medicine, he took his 
leave, and heard fhe died foon after. 

Upon being very much prefled to deliver his opinion as to 
the caufe of her death—he could not fay any thing decifive— 
never having examined the body any farther than to feel the 
pulfe. 

Queftion.—“ Suppofe a young perfon of fourteen years, 
not of robuft health, fhould be kept clofe to work from four 
in the morning till eight in the evening, badly treated, fre 
quently beaten, and kept very hard as to food, would it not 
produce fuch fymptoms as he obferved on the deceafed ?” 

Anfwer. “ When combined together they certainly might.” 

Lord Kenyon prefled the witnefs much on the fame fubjec 
and was anfwered in the fame way, 

On the crofs examination, Mr. Saumarez obferved, that 
Mrs. Bridges’s account of the girl prevented him from doing 
any thing more than fimply feeling her pulfe. From the ftate 
of it, and her appearance, he had no doubt but the muft ina 
few hours die a natural death, He had no reafon to think 
otherwile. 

James 
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James Young.—The prifoner applied to him on the 30th 
of January, 1795, to bury the deceafed—that he obferved her 
back and fhoulders very much bruifed, and one place particus 
larly appeared as if fhe had had a blilter recently on the parte 

Lord Kenyon—“ Gentlemen of the Jury, The gentlemen 
who have inftituted and conduéted this profecution deferve 
my warmeft thanks and thofe cf every man in the country; 
you have heard the evidence of the girls, and that of the fur 
geon—that of the latter renders the cafe fo very doubtful, that 
[do not fee how we can procecd any further, as the law ree 
quires proof that fome actual violence inflicted by the prifoner 
was the caufe of the girl’s death. It happens unfortunately 
that the diftance of time fince it happened, renders it impofli- 
ble to obtain fuch information as the law requires, 

“ If you can make up your minds to deliver your verdict, 
Ireally think we need not go on any farther. Now I am on 
this fubjeét, I will fay, and 1 hope it will have its due effect, 
that perfons like the prifoner taking children from charitable 
foundations as apprentices or fervants, mult not confider them- 
felves as tafk-matters, they muft confider that the kindnefs as 
well as the authority of a parent is transferred to them 3; and 
when they take upon themfelves to exercife the authority of 
correction of a matter, let them remember they owe aifo the 
kindnefs of a parent.”’—His Lordfhip concluded with fome 
very handfome compliments to the Guardians for their con- 
du in the prefent profecution. 

The Jury immediately returned a verdit—Not Guilty. 

The Grand Jury were not diicharged : Mr. Garrow 
moved that he remain in cuftody ; a bill was then preferred 
againft him for a rape, which was founda true bill: The 
Counfel not being prepared, he was ordered to remain in cule 
tody till the next aflizes, then to take his trial, 





COURT of COMMON PLEAS. 
Price AND OTHERS, verfus JENKINS, 


THIS was an ation of importance to the commercial 
World, It was brought by the plaintiffs as the affiznees 
of a bankrupt, to recover from the defendant a large ium of 
Money which he had caufed to be levied of the bankrupt, fub- 
fequent to his bankrup'cy. 


It 
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[: appeared in evidence that the bankrupt had for fome time 
refided in England and carried on trade; that he afterwards 
went to America, where he became a bankrupt, and the plains 
tiffs were duly appointed affignees of his eftate and effe@s; 
that the defendant, with full knowledge of the bankruptcy, 
-aufed an attachment to be fucd out in America, by virtue of 
which he levied the money for which the prefeat action was 
brought. The Counfel for the plaintiffs contended, that they 
had a right to recover this money in their character of 
aficneces, notwithftanding the tranfaction took place in Ames 
rica, for that the law of nations recognized them as the legal 
reprefentatives of the bankrupt, and that the money levied was 
velted in them at the time the attachment iflued as truftees for 
the general creditors. 

Verdict for the plaintiffs—for the money levicd. 





Memoirs of the late Robert Burns, the Scotch Poei, 


URNS was literally a ploughman, but neither in that 
ftate of fervile dependance or degrading ignorance which 
the fituation might befpeak inthis country. He had the come 
mon education of a Scotch peafant, perhaps fomething more 
and that fpirit of independence, which, though banifhed in 
that country from the fcenes of ariftocratic influence, is 
fometimes to be found in a high degree in the humbleft clafles 
of fociety. He had genius, ftarting beyond the obftacles of 
poverty, and which would have diftinguithed itfelf in any 
fituation. His early. days were occupied in procuring bread 
by the labour of his own bands, in the honourable tafk of cul- 
tivating the earth; but his nights were devoted to books and 
the mufe, except when they were wafted in thofe haun’s of 
village feftivity, and in the indulgences of the focial bowl, to 
which the poet was but too immoderately attached tn every pes 
riod of his life. He wrote, not with a view to encounter the 
public eye, or in the hope to procure fame by his productions, 
but to give vent to the feclings of his own genius—to indulge 
the impulie of an ardent and poetical mind. 
Burns, from that reftleis activity, which is the peculiar 
charaéteriftic of his countrymen, propofed to emigrate to Je 
maica, in order to feek his fortune by the exeriion of thole 
talents of which he felt himfelf poflefled. It was upon this 
occafion that one of his fricnds fuggelted to him the juea ot 
publifhing his poems, in order to raife afew pounds to — 
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the expences of his paflage. The idea was eagerly embraced, 
A coarfe edition of his poems was firft publifhed at Dum- 
fries) They were foon noticed by the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood. Proofs of fuch uncommon genius in a fituation 
fo humble, made the acquaintance of the author eagerly fought 
after. His poems found their way to Edinburgh; fome ex- 
tras, and an account of the author, were inferted in the 
periodical paper, The Lounger, which was at that time inthe 
courfe of publication. The voyage of the author was de- 
layed in the hope that a fuitable provifion would be made for 
him by the generofity of the public. A fub{cription was fet 
on foot for a new edition of his works, and was forwarded by 
the exertions of fome of the firft characters in Scotland. 
The fubfcription contains a greater number of refpectable 
names than almott have ever z appeared to any fimilar produc- 
tion, but as the book was fet at a low price, we have reafon to 
know that the return to the author was not very confiderable. 
Burns was brought to pegs for a few months, every 
where invited and carefled, and at laft one of his patrons pro- 
cured him the fituation of an excifeman, and an income fome- 
what lefs than sol. per annum. 

We know not whether any fteps were taken to. better this 
humble income. Probably he was not qualified to fill a fupe- 
rior ftation to that which was affigned him. We know that 
his manners refufed to partake the ag of gentcel fociety, 
that his talents were often obfcured and finally impaired by 
excefs, and that his private circumftances were embittered by 
pecuniary diftrefs, Such, we believe, is the character of a 
man, who in his compofitions had difcovered ‘the force of 
native humour, the warmth and tgndernefs of paffion ; and 
the glowing touches of a defcri; ptive pengJ—a man who was 
the pupil of nature, the poet of i {fpiration, and who poflefled 
in an extraordinary degree the powers and failings of genius. 
Of the former, his works will remain a la fling monument 3 
of the latter, we are afraid that his condu@t and his fate afford 
but too melanc holy proofs. 

Like his predeceffor Fergufon, though he died at an early 
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awaken the feelings of benevolence? Burns, who himfelf 


erected a monument to the memory of his unfortunate prede- 
ceffor Fergufon, has left in his diftreffed and helplefs family an 
opportunity to his admizers and the public, at once to paya 
tribute of refpeét to the genius of a poet, and to erect a {ub 
Rantial monument of their own beneficence. 





Interefting Account of a new Route to the Eaft Indies by 
Aleppo and Bagdad ; exhib:ting many curious Parti 
culars of the Cuftoms and Manners of the Turks. 


( Continued from Page 108.) 


Bf bere extraordinary occurrence required explanation, and 
my Tartar friend was not backward in giving it; for 
he loved exceedingly to hear himfelf talk, andon any fubjed 
within the compafs of his knowledge, was fhrewd, perfpicuous, 
and even naturally eloquent: He had moreover on that occafion 
acted the part of a fkilful General; and as I applauded his pru- 
dence and addrefs, he was extremely kind and communicative, 
and gave mea full account of that affair, his motives, his deli- 
berations, and the urgency of the cafe; and, in fhort, every 
thing that could elucidate the circumftance, or aggrandile his 
own importance. It would be a pity to take it out of his owa 
words : I fhall therefore relate them to you, as I had them 
through the medium of our linguift. 

You muft know,” faid he, “ that there are fpread over 
the face of this great and glorious empire a number of der- 
vifes of different kinds, holy men, who renounce the enjoyments 
and pleafures of the ay to converfe with Mahomet and 
worfhip Alla. Some of thofe are very good men, indeed 
faints, and never do any thing bad; preaching and_ praying, 
without hurting any thing, evena rat or a fnake; nay, they 
would not hurt a Chriftian. There are others again, of 
whom I have heard our Bafhaws and Effendis, and cven the 
Maazeen, declare that they are forbid by the Koran ; and yet 
the common people (the lower fort you know have no fenfe) 
reverence and worthip them—they are called Santons ; live by 
themf.lves, fometimes under ground like rabbits, and fome- 
times inthe thickets and woods. They go where they | pleale, 
take the beft feat in any man’s houfe, cram themfelves with 
meat and drink, and yet none rei: ft them 5 for fome will not 
and others dare not. Nay, they often pollute women in the 
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open ftreets—and they never fet their eyes on a Chriftian or a 
Frank, that they will not kill, if poffible. For my part, I think 
that they ought to be hanged, every one of them that had a 
head to be hanged by—or rather ftaked—for no punifhment is 
too great for them; butI dare not fay fo in that town—if 
I did, I fhould be ftoned to death by the rabble. 

“ As foon as I perceived the crowd, and the rafcals dancing, 
I knew that they were Santons, and was fure that they would 
ftop us in order toextort money from us; in which cafe they 
would moft probably have difcovered you—for they have the 
eyesof the Devil, Nothing then could fave your life; the 
crowd would join them, and your brains would have been beat 
out with ftones. I hada mind toturn back and go round the 
town, but that might have caufed fufpicion, and got us perhaps 
intercepted ; fo I determined to pufh by them boldly, which 
I did, you can teftify, likea brave man. You faw enough 
yourlelf, to convince you of the danger you have efcaped, and , 
of my wifdom and valour ; let me therefore entreat you to be 
entirely guided by me, and above all things avoid that accurfed 
propenfity to laughter.” 

Since I firft formed the refolation of writing this account of 
my journey, I have been at fome pains to dip into the beft 
hiftories of that country, and I find that in every inftance my 
Tartat guide’s information was correét. Thofe Santons, as 
well as other clafles of dervifes and fheihs, travel about the 
country and levy contributions on the inhabitants: Some are 
teally what they pretend to be, and are as pure and as pious as 
the monks of the primitive Chriftian church 5 but the Santons 
are monfters, who exift only by the barbarous credulity and 
more than favage ignorance of the lower order of the people— 
though reprobated, and indeed execrated, by the better fort of 
Turks, They affect to be dementated (which with the Mas 
homedans is the greateft mark of fanétity), and under cover of 
that madnefs commit every excefs and enormity, not merely 
with impunity, but with applaute. 

The difficulties and hazards of the journey, which feemed to 
thicken upon us as we advanced, made me pant for a fpeedy 
conclufion to it; and the adventure of the lalt day opened more 
clearly to my view the dangers we had to encounter, which 
Were ftill likely to increafe as we got to the eaftward and fouth- 
ward, where the fury of bigotry raged without remorfes 
where the greater diftance from the feat of Government made 
the populace more lawlefs, and the magiftrate more corrupt and 
tyrannical; where the total feclufion from all well ordered 
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fociety rendered the manners barbarous ; where ftrangers were 
feldom feen, and when feen fleeced and perfecuted ; and where 
particularly, I had reafon to believe, fcarcely any Englifhman 
had ever fet his foot ; and above all, where the very winds that 
blew were charged with deftrution, and carried inftant death 
upon their wings. I therefore earneftly longed to reach Moful, 
where the probability was, I fhould get at leaft the more com- 
fortable conveyance of water carriage, and where I might re- 
freth myfelf completely, after the fatigues of fo many days 
journey; and, if there was occafion, claim a guard and pro- 

ection, having along with me a letter to the Bathaw, which 
I might withhold or deliver, juft as beft uited my inclination or 
convenience. 

I could not help viewing with a fad and melancholy eye my 
prefent ftate ; wandering gy I may fay hats unaccoinmodated 
and wretched, through an inholpitable region, and more ine 
hofpitable people ; ; where danger befet me in a thoufand forms, 
and every ftep I took, [took in hazard of my life.  Percei- 
ving how much caft down I was, my friendly Tartar began to 
rallyme: * Jimmel,” faid he, * the Santons have frightened 
you :—but don’t be afraid—Haflan Artaz is no boy : He can 
bring you through greater difficulties than thofe, fhould they 
befall us.” 

“© But how comes it,” faiJI, “ Haffan, that you, who have 
fo much power at the caravanferas, have not power to refift 
thofe rafcally Santons, or the mobs of a village ? 

“ Why, astothe mob,” faidhe, “ if I was by myfelf, ot 
had only a true believer with me, I would make them fly before 
me like the duit before the wind. Asto the Santons, noone 
can refift them: ‘The great, who hate them, are obliged to 
fhew them refpect : And the Bafhaw of Aleppo, nay the Com 
mander of the Faithfal himfelf, could not fave you, if one of 
them called on the mob to ftone you, or tear you to pitces 
However, be of good cheer; for pleafe Alla, I will deliver 
you fafe and found tothe Coja at Bagdad : Belides, we fhall 
very foon be at \Vioful, wheuce we will go down by water 
which willbe very pleafant: And th e chicf dan ger then will 
be in fair fightin g, which is betier than bei ig cut off by Santos 
—Should there be occalion,”’ faid he, look: ing moit ferocioully 
and brandiihing his whip—“* fhould we be attacked by curds 
or rubbers, you fhall fee—you fhall fee, Jimmel—On! Holy 
Prophet, how Vil fight.” 


It was early in the evening when the poiat ots of the 
city Of Moiul opened on our view, and Communicated bo very 
unplcalant 
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unpleafant fenfations to my heart. I found myfelf on {cripture 
ground; and could not help fecling fome portion of the pride 
of the traveller, when I reflected that I was now within fight of 
Nineveh, renowned in holy writ.—Thhe city is feated in a very 
barren fandy plain, on the banks of the Tigrisy embellifhed 
with the united gifts of Pomona, Ceres, and Flora. The 
external view of the town is much in its favour, being en- 
compafied with ftately walls of folid ftone, over which the 
fteeples or minarets of other lofty buildings are feen with in- 
creafed effet. Herel firft faw a large caravan encamped, 
halting on its march from the Gulph of Perfia to Armenia; 
andit certainly made a moit noble appearance, filling the eye 
witha multitude of grand objects, all uniting to form one 
magnificent whole. 

But though the outfide be fo beautiful, the infide is moft de- 
teltable: The heat is fofo intenfe, that in the middle of the 
day there is no ftitring out ; andevenat night the walls of the 
houfes are fo heated by the day’s fun, as to produce a difagree- 
able heat to the body ata foot or even a yard diftance from 
them. However, I entered it with {pirits, becaufe I con- 
fidered it as the la{t ftage of the worft part of my pilgrimage. 
But, alas! I was difappointed in my expeGation; for the 
Tigtis was dried up by the intenfity of the heat, and an un- 
ulually long drought ; and I was obliged to take the matter 
with a patient fhrug, and accommodate my mind to a jouraey 
on horfeback, which though-not fo long as that I had already 
made, was likely to be equally dangerous, and which therefore 
demanded a full exertion of fortitude and refolution. 

It was ftill the hot feafon of the year, and we were to travel 
through that country, over which the horrid wind I have before 
mentioned {weeps its confuming blafts: It is called by the 
Turks Samiel, is mentioned by Holy Job under the name of 
the Eaft Wind, and extends its ravages all the way from the 
extreme end of the Gulph of Cambaya up to Moful; it carries 
along with it flakes of fire, like threads of filk; inftantly 
ftrikes dead thofe that breathe it, and confumes them inwardly 
toathes ; the flefh foon becoming black as a coal, and dropping 
of from the bones. Philofophers confider it as a kind of 
ele&tric fire, procecding from the fulphureous or nitrous exe 
halations which are kindled by the agitation of the winds, 
The only poffible means of efcape from its fatal effects, is to 
fall flat on the ground, and thereby prevent the drawing it in: 
To do this, hawever, it is neceflary firfttofee it, which is not 
always practicable. 
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But befides this, the ordinary heat of the climate is ex. 
tremely dangerous to the blood and lungs, and even to the tkin, 
which it blifters and peels away from the ficth, affeGtiing the 
eyes fo much, that travellers are oblige to wear a tranfparent 
covering over them to keep the heat off, 

That night, Haffan faid, that as we muft proceed to Bagdad 
on horfeback, he would ftay the next at Moful to refreth us; 
which I objeéted to: He then fpoke of the fucceeding part of 
the journey as a thing of nothing: We had already come near 
nine hundred miles, and had not above five to go: Befides, as 
the weather was warmer, we would travel more in the night, 
and lie-by in the day time, in places with which he was well 
acquainted, 

In fhort, the poor fellow feemed to take an intereft in my 
fafety, and to with to alleviate the pains of my mind; and he 
always concluded with a remonftrance againft laughing, which 
from frequently hearing | now underftood even in his own 
languag..—* Don’t laugh, Jimmel, don’t laugh,” he would 
fay with great folemnity.—By the bye, I obferved, that when 
he was well difpofed to me, he always called me Jimmel (a 
name which I prefume he conftructed, with my fervant’s affit. 
ance, from the refemblance of found between Campbell and 
Camel, Jimmel being the Turkith for that animal), and when 
angry, he called me Frangi, with all its gradations of Turkith 
abufe, Dumus, Cucu, Se. 

(To be continued.) 





ACCOUNT of ST. HELEN’s CONVENT. 


“« Shrines, where their vigils pale-ey’d virgins keep, 
*« And pitying faints, whofe ftatues learn to weep!” 


HERE is at this time a fifterhood of twenty-five nuns 

at St. Helen’s-Auckland, Durham, occupying the 
venerable hall formerly the featof Francis Carr, Efq. and of 
late years the property of Mr, Carr, of Cochen. 

The fituation and premifes are in perfeét confonance with 
religious retirement. The houfe is very fpacious, and contains 
a great number of apartments ; it is furrounded by high walls, 
except the fouth front ; every view from it being confined 
either to its delightful gardens or the adjoining meadows. 
Thefe gardens, which comprehend between four and five 


acres, are inclofed by a brick wall about twenty feet in ov 
line 
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lined with an immenfe variety of the choiceft fruit trees, and 
the whole laid out in the moft enchanting manner. 

The Superior or Lady Abbefs of this fitterhood, (who alfo 
prefided in the fame capacity at their former refidence at 
Douay) isa Mrs. Houfeman, a native of Cumwhitton, in 
Cumberland. ‘The drawing-room is converted into a chapel, 
very beautifully decorated; and furnifhed with a handfome 
altar, candlefticks, a lamp, feveral paintings, and the ufual fur 
niture of fuch places. 

The habit of the nuns is grey woollen, with a very deep 
black veil ; their heads are fhaven, and bound very clofe with 
awhite fillet; the lower part of their fhoes (which are all 
made by themfelves) is of leather, the upper part of ‘platted 
cord ; from the girdle is fufpended a rofary, and a crucifix from 
theneck ; the appearance being altogether ftrikingly fingular 
in this country. 

Six or feven of them are Englifh, the others Flemings 5 
they are reported to be extremely courteous and communica= 
tive. They have aconftant fucceffion of vifitors, and the 
neighbouring gentry are particularly attentive and kind to 
them. 

They all wear the habit of their order, except a Mifs Dalton, 
niece to the Lady Abbefs, whofe necefia:y intercourfe with the 
people of the village (as houfekceper) induces her to drefs ina 
ftile lefs likely to be noticed. 

It is now two years fince the ancient manfion-houfe at St. 
Helen’s-Aucklands became aconvent of nuns! yet this is the 
firt public mention that has been made of it! How charac 
teriftic of thofe who have here found an afylum, in one parti~ 
cular at leaft, are the words of the poet ! 


“ The world forgetting !—by the world forgot !”” 


cS a ee ne 


ANECDOTES of the date SIR GEORGE SAVILLE. 


HEN Sir George fir ft came home from his travels, there 

waa petition prefented to him at one of the county 
meetings from a tenant of his who ftated that he had loft the 
greateft part of his property by a fire. Sir George, who then 
took up that juft and wife priociple of judging for himfelf, faid 
very coolly, that he would contider of it, and pafled it by. 
The reft of tie company, confifting of fome of the firlt gen- 
tlemen in the county, feemed to think that this conduct of the 
Baronet augured not a little of patfimony and inhumanity, and 
immediately 
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immediately put about the hat for a fubfcription, which every 
bady but Sir George readily complied with, ‘The next day 
Sir George made the neceflary inquiries relative to the mis- 
fortunes of his tenant, and found them not oxly to be truly 
ftated, but that the goodnels of his private-character {till rene 
dered him more an object of confideration. Satisfied with 
this account, he waited upon him, explained to him why he 
did not immediately relieve him on his petition, and was now 
come to afk a favour in his tura, which was, “ that he would 
pleate to accept a five hundred pound bank note, as a reward 
for his character, and as an alleviation of his misfortunes ;” 
laying him only under one injunction, that he never was to 
fpeak of the tranfaction. 

Though the poor man was penetrated with gratitude for this 
noble act of benevolence, it was with reluctance he promifed 
to conform to this act of fecrecy. He, however, complied for 
feveral months’; til] fitting one evening with fome friends, 
who were abufing Sir George for his fuppofed act of unkind- 
nefs to him, the latter burit into tears, and faid, ** He could 
hold out no longer.” He then related the circum ftance of Sie 
George’s generofity to him, which afforded the higheft fatis- 
faction. to the company, and gave a happy affurance of Sir 
George’s future good difcernment and liberality. 

Soon after this Sir George Saville happened to be ona 
fpecial jury, on a trial of property to the amount of about 
fifteen hundred pounds, where though he faw from the nature 
of the evidence that the plaintiff had a clear title, his brother 
jurors thought otherwife. On returning from the box, Sir 
George with great coolnefs and perfpicuity of reafoning, which 
he was very much matter of, endeavoured to convince them of 
their efror; but to no purpofe ; prejudice in favour of the op- 
polite party, or fome other caufe prevailed ; they were unati- 
mous againft him. In this dilemmahe was for fome time un 
fetermined how to proceed—his high fenfe of juftice and 
honour would not permit him to accede to their verdid. 
From their obftinacy he found he could not convince them by 
reafon, and as to bringing them to by what is called tiring 
them out, he equally delpaired of it, from the weaknefs of his 
own conititution. He at laft acceded to their verdict; but 
before ever he went out of court, he gave adraft to the plain 
tiff on his banker for the fifteen hundred pounds, (the full 
amount of the action) “ as a fatistaction for the injultice be 
was obliged to do him from the peculiar fituation of his 


healtl.”” 
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The PORTUGUESE BELISARIUS, 


ON JOHN, King of Portugal, who obtained the 
crown by the memorable battle of Aljubarrota, fought 
Auguft 14, 1345, was fo fecure in the affeCtions of his fub- 
jects, that he frequently walked abroad without any attendants. 
In one of his morning perambulations, he chanced to obferve 
an old man, who was lame and blind, at the oppofite fide of a 
rivulet, waiting till fome one came to guide his fteps over a 
plank thrown acrofs it. As there was no one at hand but the 
King, he inftantly approached, threw him on his fhoul- 
der, and carried him in that pofture to the next road. The 
poor man, furprifed at the eafe with which he was carried, ex- 
claims, * I wid Don John kad a legioa of fuch ftout fellows 
to humble the pride of the Caftilians, who deprived me of the 
ule of my leg.” 

Here, at the requeft of the King, he gave a fhort account 
of the feveral actions in which he had been engaged. In the 
fequel his Majefty recollected that this was Fonieca, the brave 
foldicr, who had courageoufly fought by his fide in the memoe 
rable battle of Aljubarrota, that fixed the crown on his head, 
Grieved to fee him in fuch a diftreiled ftate, he defired him to 
call next morning at the royal palace, to know how he came 
tobe neglected by his fervants in power. ‘ Who fhall I in- 
quire for ?”” quoth the brave Belifarius. ‘ For your gallant 
companion at the battle of Aljubarrota ;” replied the King, 
departing. 

A perlon who at a diftance witnefied the {cene, fhorily after 
accofted Fonfeca, and informed him of what his fovereign had 
done. “ Ah!” faid be, (when he had recovered from his fur- 
prife), ** Iam now convinced of the truth of what has been 
alerted, the fhoulders of monarchs are certainly accuftomed 
to bear great burdens. I rejoice in having devoted the prime 
of my lite to the fervice of one who, like the Prince of Uz, is 
legs to the lame, and eyes to the blind.” 


An ANECDOTE, 


Short time fince a young gentleman of Dublin loft his 

pocket- book, containing bank-notes and drafts to the 

amounioft near 4001 Previousto his dilcovery of his misfor- 

tune, and conicquently before it was practicable to convey any 

Caution to the publick, one of the dralts was offered by a gene 
tel 
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teel perfon to a watch-maker, after having treated for a very 
valuable gold watch, The fhopkeeper, acting with a very ne. 
ceflary circum{pedtion, difpatched an ambafladot to the ac- 
ceptor, who informed him of the validity of the draft and accepe 
tance, and in courfe, both the drawer and acceptor being of the 
firft refpeCtability, the negociation was concluded on the return 
of the mefflenger. The watchmaker not being immediately 
prepared to give the balance, a five guinea bank-note was 
taken in part of payment, the purchafer of the article agreeing 
to call for the remainder on the enfuing morning—this, howe 
ever, was not hazarded; and an advertifement in the papers 
next day produced a denouement of the tranfaCtion, fo far as 
the above draft wasconcerned, A reward was offered for the 
remainder, but no information received till a few days fince, 
when the finder, influenced by fome urgent motives, which it 
is impoffible to be acquainted with, packed up the notes and 
watch (with the five guinea bank-note received as change), 
fealed very carefully in a {mall box, addreffed them to the owner, 
and flipped the whole into the area of his houfe in Dominick- 
ftreet. On the reftoration of the watch to the vender, the 
draft has been reftored, and the lofer of the notes has reco 
vered his entire property in the above fingular manner. 





An ANECDOTE. 


URING the troubles in the reign of King Charles the 

Firft, a country girl went up to London in fearch of 4 

place as a fervant-maid; but not fucceeding, fhe applied her- 

felf to carry out beer for a brewhoufe, and was one of thole 
then called tub-women. 

The brewer ovferving a well-looking girl in this low occu 
pation, took her into his family as a fervant; and after a while, 
fhe behaving herfelf with much prudence and decorum, he 
married her; but he died when fhe was yet a young woman, 
and left her a large fortune. 

The bufinefs of the brewery was dropped, and the young 
woman was recommended to Mr. Hyde, a gentleman of {kill 
in the law, to fettle her hufband’s affairs. 

Hyde, (who was afterwards the great Earl of Clarendon) 
finding the widow’s fortune very confiderable, married ber. 
Of this marriage there was no other iffue than a daugntel, 
who was afterwards the wife of James IL, and mother of Mary 
and Ann, Queens of England ! 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
CURIOUS CUSTOM in the COUNTY of ESSEX. 


BOUT a mile from Woodford, in the parifh of Ching- 
ford, there is aneflate of 24], per annum, helden of the 
rector. 

Upon every alienation, the owner of the eftate, with his 
wife, man-fervant, and maid-fervant, each fingle on a horfe, 
comes to the parfonage, where the owner does his homage, 
and pays his relief in the following manner: He blows three 
blafts with his horn, and carries a hawk in his fift, and his fer- 
vant has a greyhound in a flip, both for the ufe of the rector 
forthat day. He receives achicken for his hawk, a peck of 
oats for his horfe, and a loaf of bread for his greyhound.—= 
They all dine, after which the matter blows three blafts with 
hishorn, and they all depart. 





4CURIOUS FACT. 





BOUT three years ago the corn mill at Gloflop was 

very much infefted with rats. A quantity of barley 
which lay on the chamber floor was hourly vifited by fome of 
thm. The miller, one day, going to drive them away, as 
ufual, happened to catch one under his hat, which he killed 5 
he then finged all the hair off its body, &c. until its fkin, tail, 
and legs became quite {tiff by the operation, In this condi- 
tion he fet it upon its feet by the fide of aheap of barley, where 
it food, with pricked-up ears and tail, for fome time. After 
thisno rat dared to come nearit; and in a fhort {pace the mill 
re cleared of thefe depredators, and has continued fo ever 
ince, 





Anfuwer, by F. Commins, of Taviftock, to Sobrius’s Enigma, ins 
je? ted May 2. 
VA AFER’s the thing, if right I guefs, 
4 ° — - 
Which your enizma’s lines exprefs. 

*|* We have received the like anfwer from P. Hoare, of 
Stoke Climfland; T. Welch, of Bridgwater; ‘IT. Bullock, of 
SColumb; W. Nedwab, of Plymouth Dock; J. Turner, 
of Langport; P. Gove, of Exeter; and N. F. of Lyme 

ecis, 

5 


Von, XXVIII, 703. X Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Coals, of Plymouth, ta Fanny S——r’s Charade, ine 


Jerted May 9. 


HE failor bold in fearch of gold 
Doth crofs the raging Sea, 
But yet keeps true to lovely Sue, 
When diftant far away. 


Whilft Sue in turn with ardour burns, 
And fighs alone for Jack, 

Hoping the wind wil] prove quite kind, 
With gentle Breeze to waft him back. 


*t¢* We have received the like anfwer from G. Harrifoa, 
junior, of Eaft Coker; W.B.L. of Plymouth Dock; John 
Turner, of Langport; T. Welch, of Bridgwater; Thomas 
Whicker, of Exon; R. I. of Gulval; and W. Nedwab, of 
Plymouth Dock. 





A QUESTION, dy AM, Thomas, of Eaft Coker, 


HILE riding o’er a fpacious plain, 

Still holding faft the flowing rein, 
The ground being horizontal round, 
Which by improvement may be found, 
To be effential for our good, 
All this I quickly underftood ; 
Should an enclofure here be made, 
(Thus to my friend I inftant faid) 
A true triangle it fhould be, 
The angles* in the margin fee; 
The area eighty acres fure, 
In ftatute meafure, and no more; 
To fence it out, I fain would know, 
Its coft; that l the fame may thew 
Unto my friend, when we again 
Meet on the fame delightful plain. 
Three fhillings for every perch, its faid, 
Of all the periphery mutt be paid; 
Then let the total fum appear, 
In Goadby’s Entertainer clear. 

* 709, 609% 50°, 
9 POETRY. 
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Lines written in Honour of the late Mi/; ANN CLARE, of Bath, 
by a Gentleman, impromptu, on hearing of her Death, 


*ER lovely Anna’s much-lamented bier, 
Let virtue figh, and genius fhed a tear; 

With beaaty’s charms, the with of females, bleft, 
Of wifdom, truth, and fortitude poffeft; 
Her active mind, with force inftinctive, caught 
Whate’er the poets or the fages taught ; 
The bright idea thro’ each maze purfu’d, 
Which leads to all that’s fair,.and all that’s good ; 
With manners eafy, elegant, and chafte, 
By witillumin’d, and refin'’d by tate ; 
Quick to difcern, with due contempt and hate, 
The tricks of folly, and of deep deceit ; 
Yet more inclin’d with juftice to commend ;— 
Of learning, genius, and of worth, the friend. 


Such Anna was! and, ye fair nymphs, who ftray 
At fafhion’s call, thro’ pleafure’s dangerous way, 
Where, in fucceffion, vanities delude, 

Oh! may a ferious thought unblam’d intrude ! 
One moment paufe, reflect on Anna’s doom, 
Now pale and breathlefs 1n the filert comb! 

Yet have her eyes the coldeft bofom warm’d, 
Her fpecch delighted, and her fancy charm’d ; 
But vanifh’d now the beauties of her face, 

Each gentle motion, each attrsCtive grace ; 

And nought remains but herimmortal mind, 
Which now from every earthly ftain refin’d, 
Wings its bold fight to realms of endlefs reft, 
Where virtue dweils, by heavenly mercy bleft ! 
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Lines addreffed to Mifs , on her hearing that her Lover 
Mr. , was aprofiigate Character. 








Tis friendth'p p ompts each word I fay; 
ate (ueman wiio acts Ce part 
Which cauies torrowin thy heart; 
But cho’ Geceiv’d by one that’s bafe, 
Yet tnink noc ’cis with all the cale ; 


A CCEPT, dear friend, my ruitic lay, 
lh 




















By ifel, June 27) 1796. 
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No ; take the word of one who feels 
Thato’er his heart the torrent fteals, 
Ard freely owns one Mary’s name, 

Oft glads his heart, and feeds the flame: 


How did he grieve when firft he knew 
That —— (once belov’d ’tis true,) 
Was found, and really prov’d to be 

No virtuous man, not fit for thee ; 

And that his ways, not juft and bright, 
Were biack and hideous as the night : 





How did he grieve, when firft he learn’d 
That he, for whom thy heart had barn’d, 
Wasa deceiver, and his ways 

Partook of vice thro’ all his days: 

But tho’ thy heart has felt a wound, 
Some caufe for joy may yet be found: 


Here let us paufe, and wonder long, 

And then pour forth a grateful fong ; 
Suppofe a moment now that he 

For ever had been join’d to thee, 

What arrows would have piere’d thy heart, 
What horror, anguifh, anc what fmart, 

To find a hufbsnd, one fo near, 

A foe to virtue, and whate’er 

Is lovely, innoceat, and pure, 

A wretch thou never coulditendure ! 


How kind is Heaven then to bow, 

And in its mercy let thee know, 

What —— is, elfe thro’ thy life 
Thou fure hadit been a mournful wife. 
Ceafe then thy grief, and mourn no more, 
This trifling ttorm will foon be o’er, 

The cloud pafs by, the iun arife, 

And beauteous profpects charm thine eyes. 
Another youth will afk thy love, 

One that isienc thee trom above, 

Whofe life is pure, and hear: fincere, 
Whofe mind is ftor’d, and head is clear ; 
Such as is worthy of thy heart, 

With whom when join’d no more to part, 
Thy life thou’it {pend in bi:fs and eafe, 
Whilit each will itrive how mott to pleafe. 





Then name thou fure wilt hear 
With heart unmov’d by pain cr fears 
Whilft he will range the world around, 
And find that biils can ne’er be found 
‘To live with vice, ah ! then too late 

Vice and her ways he'll learn to hate. 








], B———, Junior 
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